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For years there has been a plant in Australia called Aechmea caesia which has been traced to Queensland but no further. This plant came to South Australia some ten years ago and flowers somewhat irregularly. The petals are a copper colour with bluish edges.

So when I received a photograph of a "true" Aechmea caesia from John Catlan I could only comment "Gosh, yours has much bluer petals than mine!"

A few weeks later I received a photograph of MY plant from Peter Franklin which he thought was an Aechmea hybrid from the Ortgiesia complex. This started bells ringing be​cause his plant came from Queensland too.

If you have an Aechmea caesia where the petals are not quite blue, and the floral bracts are not like strongly spined on the edges then you have what we are now calling Aechmea ‘Gaiters’ which is shown in the drawing below.

In our search for true species Aechmea in the Ortgiesia group both Peter and I have eome across many challenges and differences. Even the Aechmea gamosepala we all know so well does not correspond with the official description!

Be that as it may, there are many plants that do need common names. Why are there so many of these different plants? How many of the alleged species plants are really natural hybrids? How many plants have been grown from seed from plants known to be man made hybrids? How many plants have been grown from seed obtained by unintentional hybridiz​ation? The problem comes because we all believe that the name on the seed packet is the correct one and don't bother to check the progeny.

In our investigations we just had to refer to Harry Luther. He was able to supply a photocopy of a plant called A. caesia that had been collected by a Seidel in 1970. By 1982 this had flowered at Marie Selby and Harry was of the opinion it was a hybrid between A. caesia and possibly A caudata. There are certain similarities between Harry’s herbarium specimen and our ‘Gaiters’ and there is a possiblity this Seidel hybrid got to Australia shores as A. caesia.
